Minutes of Executive Committee of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association

The Joint Statistical Meetings in Miami, FL, Sunday, July 31, 2011
Quinn’s Restaurant, South Beach, 6:00-8:30pm
Minutes by Brenda Gillespie, Secretary/Treasurer         (Highlights indicate action items.) 
CNSL section officers attending: James Grady (Chair), Todd Nick (past Chair), Ralph O’Brien (Chair-elect), Brenda Gillespie (Sec/Treas), Ann Lazar (Sec/Treas elect), Richard Ittenbach  (Program Chair), Jonathan Mahnken (Program Chair-elect), Nan Hu (Program Chair-elect-elect), Marlene Egger (COS rep and Chair-elect-elect), Ray Hoffman (COS rep), Larry Haugh (At Large Rep), Margaret Nemeth (At Large Rep elect), Jennifer Schumi (Publications Officer), Chris Swearingen (Newsletter Editor).   
Jamie Grady called the meeting to order at approximately 6 pm.  The 2010 minutes were approved.  Jamie distributed the list of 2011 officers.
· Rick Ittenbach (Program Chair) reviewed the sessions for this year.

· Invited sessions:  3 CNSL-primary and 3 co-sponsored sessions.
· Topic contributed sessions:  4 CNSL-primary and 1 co-sponsored session

· Contributed sessions: 3 CNSL-primary and 2 co-sponsored session

· Roundtables:  2 breakfast and 3 luncheon roundtables

· Two travel awards of $750 each will be given to organizers of topic contributed sessions (Bill Grant, Chris Swearingen).  Rick suggested that plaques be given as an additional gift for the awardees (~$60 each).  This expense was approved by the group.
· A special effort was made this year to co-sponsor sessions with other ASA sections.

· For roundtables, ASA will only pay for one presenter; if two co-present, they are responsible for the cost of one of the meals.

· Ideas for future sessions were discussed, which included “How to consult (panel)”, “Credentials for statisticians” (in contrast to other disciplines – e.g., applied statisticians don’t usually get their own grants). 

· For JSM 2012, invited sessions must be submitted to ASA by September 7, 2011.  

· Chris Swearingen reported on the CNSL newsletter.  
· Chris Holloman completed his final newsletter for Winter 2011.   Chris Swearingen did his first CNSL newsletter for Summer 2011.  The newsletter reported on the JSM 2011 program, and the newly-elected officers.
· Chris suggested a future article on accreditation and its effect on statistical consulting, which all agreed was a great idea.

· Basing future articles on popular email threads was also a good idea.

· Rick suggested that the CNSL logo could be improved and simplified.  It was agreed to spend up to $250 for Chris to work with a graphic designer.  Chris will work with Megan at ASA to make sure any ASA logo guidelines are followed. 

· Jennifer Schumi (Publications) reported that she will continue the job of sending CNSL updates to Amstat News.

· Brenda Gillespie gave the Treasurer's report.  

· The section’s financial situation is stable.  Revenues approximately equal expenses (both ~$5000) and the balance approximately twice the annual revenues (~$10,000).    (See full report for details.)
· Membership decreased again this year, but is still much higher than the years before 2006 (prior to the policy of free one-year trial section memberships).  From the surge of free members in 2007-8, many are letting their section memberships expire. 
· CNSL is a large session, ranking 3rd or 4th among all ASA sections.

· A suggestion to send a welcome email to new members (including free members) was carried over from last year.  Jamie will see if Rick Peterson (ASA liaison) or Keith Crank can send an auto-email to new members within a day of their joining.  The email would welcome the new members, with links to recent newsletters.
· A past suggestion to compare membership for annual periods beginning August 1 was carried out this year.  
· Todd Nick will chair the Nominations Committee in the coming year.  There are four open positions for next year: Chair elect, COS representative, At Large representative, and Publications Officer.
· There was a suggestion to add more Statistics (rather than Biostat) candidates because the current officers are almost entirely Biostat.

· All should be able to attend JSM each year of serving.
Short topics:

· Door Prizes:  Jamie contacted vendors ahead of JSM, and was very successful in lining up contributions or gift certificates from Exhibiters for door prizes at the Tuesday Business Meeting.  

· Applied Statistics (Winter) Meeting:  The ASA Planning Committee is developing a conference focused on statistical practice to address the needs of statisticians working primarily on applications of statistics.  The first conference will be in Orlando in February 2012.  Bruce Craig and Stephan Ogenstad are on the Planning Committee.  Abstracts can be submitted ~Sept 1-15.  
· A survey of the membership to update the 2000 survey was discussed.  Topics of interest included compensation, consulting insurance, and web consulting.  Christina Gullion (former Newsletter editor) was involved in the previous survey, and may be a useful resource.
· A discussion of the CNSL consultant list yielded the following (unanswered) questions.  Jamie will check with Rick Peterson to see if ASA can help with any of the following:
· How much does the list change over time (adds/drops)?

· Should we require section membership to be on the list?  Accreditation?

· Should we ask those listed if they want to remain on the list every year? 

· Ralph O’Brien led a brainstorming discussion of possible topics for future JSM sessions.  A lively flow of ideas followed until the end of the meeting.

Jamie reminded all of the Business Meeting on Tuesday at 5:30 to 7:00pm.
· Action item left from 2010: It was mentioned that people who purchase “lifetime” ASA memberships do not receive reminders to pay annual section dues.  Marlene said she would ask at the Thursday COS meeting about how section dues are handled for lifetime members. [Postscript: Marlene reported that lifetime members are indeed prompted by ASA to pay section and chapter dues, even though their general membership is paid.]
